
   

   

Part of the Plymouth Roman Catholic Diocesan Trust   -  Registered Charity No. 213227

Cathedral House Clergy:  

Canon Mark O’Keeffe (Cathedral Dean)  

Fr. Kenneth Agu (Assistant Priest) 

Fr. Martin Budge (Retired Cathedral Priest) 

Cathedral School: cathedral-school.eschools.co.uk         Holy Cross School: holycross.plymouth.sch.uk 

St. Joseph’s School: st-josephs.plymouth.sch.uk 

Cathedral: 01752 662537 Email: plymouth-cathedral@prcdtr.org.uk  Website: plymouthcathedral.co.uk 

Pastoral Assistant: Lyn Mcloughlin  Email: plymouth-cathedral@prcdtr.org.uk  

 Safeguarding Representatives:  

 Cathedral: Lyn Mcloughlin Devonport: Deborah Birch Christ the King: Ben Graat 

SICK & HOUSEBOUND  
Please pray for the sick or 
housebound in our parish 
and those who are particu-
larly poorly at this time. 
 

 
RIP:  
 
Please pray for the   repose of 
the souls of those who have 
recently died  especially         
Fr. Michael Cole,  and   
Fr. Sean Flannery OAR  
may their souls rest in peace.  
                          

    Amen        

Intentions 
St. Joseph’s  

Sunday 11:30am 
Intentions:   

O’Sullivan, White, Paul & 
North Families (RIP) 
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 6th Sunday of EASTER  - Year   B   Psalter 2 May 5th 2024

Date  Mass Intentions 

Sunday  5th May 
Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

8:00am 
10:00am 
6:00pm 

People of the Parish 
Jacinto Palicas 
George & Mary  (Int’s) 

Monday 6th May 
 

10:00 am   Varghese Mathew (Int) 

Tuesday  7th May 
 

10:00am 
 

Natividad Callueng (RIP) 

Wednesday 8th May  
 

10:00am Florence Frances Cooper  (RIP) 

Thursday 9th May 
Ascension of the Lord  

10:00am 
6:00pm 

Margaret McGuire (RIP) 

Friday 10thMay 
Adoration of the Blessed  Sacrament 
 

 
9:30am 
10:00am 

 
A time of silent prayer 
Kath Harris (RIP) 

Saturday  11th May 10:00am Holy Souls (RIP) 

Sunday 12th May 
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

8:00am 
10:00am 
6:00pm 

Rosemary Woodley (RIP) 
People of the Parish 
Nadira Dawood & Polus Bihnam 
(RIP 

DAILY WORSHIP 
Mass will be streamed daily from the Cathedral at 10:00 am –in accordance with GDPR -  

see noticeboard for further information 

cathedral-school.eschools.co.uk
holycross.plymouth.sch.uk
st-josephs.plymouth.sch.uk
mailto:plymouth-cathedral@prcdtr.org.uk
plymouthcathedral.co.uk
mailto:plymouth-cathedral-pastoral-assistant@prcdtr.org.uk
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MARY AND MAY; BRIEF EXCURSUS. 
 

(A reflection by Fr. Kenneth Agu) 
 

“Blessed are you among women and blessed is the fruit of your womb.”  
(Luke 1:42) 

 

Times and seasons take their turns. Months and years repeatedly run their course. Yet, every one 
of us, perhaps, holds certain periods as more special than the others because of our personal  
experiences with such moments. For example: people do hold birthday months or wedding 
months as special to them, hence, observe special events to mark them. A similar thing applies to 
the relationship between the Blessed Virgin Mary and the Month of May, although it is neither a 
case of birthday nor that of wedding celebration. Rather, it is something much deeper.  
What then? 
 

It was in 1945 that Pope Pius XII in his encyclical Ad Caeli Reginam (“To the Queen of Heaven”) 
firmly confirmed May, following traditional precedents, as a Marian month. Hence, he estab-
lished the feast of the ‘Queenship of Mary’ on May 31st, although this feast was later moved to 
August 22nd whereby May 31st then became the feast of the Visitation of Mary after the Second 
Vatican Council. Hence, the entire month of May is used to honour Mary which would then  
culminate into May 31st with the celebration of the feast of visitation: that is, Mary’s visitation to 
her cousin Elizabeth who (being filled with the Holy Spirit) said to Mary: “Blessed are you among 
women and blessed is the fruit of your womb” (Luke 1:42). This biblical witness has been  
incorporated into what we say today as the holy rosary which has formed a major pillar of the 
May devotion.  
 

Let us, therefore, with a deeper conviction, join in honouring our Mother Mary as ‘blessed’ and 
asking for her maternal protection as well as visitation in our personal lives, in our families and in 
our parish. I wish you all a fruitful May devotion and God’s special blessings in this special Marian 
Month! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
ROSARY ON THE BARBICAN:  You are invited to join members of the Legion of Mary who 
will be reciting the Rosary in public on the Barbican each Sunday afternoon in Our Lady's 
month of May at 3pm.  We shall be beneath the ancient Stella Maris statue a little way up 
the hill from the Mayflower Steps.  For more details call Adrian on 01752 830113. 
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                                Ascension Day—Thursday 9th May 
The Ascension of Our Lord, which   occurred 40 days after Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead on Easter  Sunday, is the final act of our   redemption that 
Christ began on Good Friday. On this day, the risen Christ, in the sight of 
His apostles, ascended bodily into Heaven .Mass will be celebrated at 
10:00am and 6:00pm at the Cathedral 
   

  ++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
Fr Michael Cole RIP Funeral arrangements: 
Reception into Cathedral : Tuesday 14th May 4:00pm   Vigil 
Mass at 6pm 
Requiem Mass: Wednesday 15th May 11:00am Burial after-
wards at Weston Mill cemetery. 
All are welcome. 
 
 

      ++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
Flores De Mayo festival in Plymouth- 12th May 2024 
Flores De Mayo (Flowers of May) is the annual festival to honour the 
Blessed Virgin Mary celebrated in the Philippines during May. The    pop-
ular and traditional   festival is now celebrated in many parts of the 
world where Filipinos are residing. 

The Festival of the Holy Cross (Santacruzan) is a legend and a festivity depicting the search and 
finding of the true Holy Cross by Queen Helena, mother of Constantine the Great, who was a new 
convert to Christianity. After the Holy Cross was found in Jerusalem and bought back to Rome, it 
was welcomed with a   joyful Thanksgiving celebration.  
 
Tentative programme:  
3:30 PM   assembly at sundial Plymouth City centre 
4:30 PM   crowning of the statue of the blessed Virgin Mary        
4:45 PM    procession leading to the cathedral. 
5:30 PM    flower offering to the Blessed Virgin Mary by the  
                   young children  
6:00 PM  celebration of the holy mass 
7:00 PM   cultural show in the cathedral garden followed by Salu-Salo ( food during the  celebra-
tion. 
Merlin McGuire [organiser]  07962 875223 / 01579 38390 
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What is Gift Aid? 

 
 

 Gift Aid is the method used by the Government to allow charities, including the Church, to        
     obtain a tax refund on donations made to them. 
 At present we receive £25 for every £ 100 of donations made through Gift Aid. 
     The Gift Aid scheme is simple, involves few formalities and is an essential source of revenue      
     for our Churches. 
What is involved in joining the Gift Aid Scheme? 
 
 To join the scheme you have to pay sufficient tax to cover the tax reclaimed on all your Gift   
     Aid donations. 
 You have to sign a standard declaration that your donations are to count for Gift Aid. 
 Thereafter you only have to make sure that your donations are made in such a way that they   
     can be recorded as made by you to the Church. The most common methods are 

 By Bankers’ Order 

 By using special numbered weekly envelopes which are provided free of charge. 
 
    Any amount as long as the donation shows your name and the church as recipient. 
 
What donations can be included? 
 
The Gift Aid declaration that you sign is in favour of the Diocese rather than the Parish, so all do-
nations to the Parish and the Diocese can be included, for example: Offertory Collections, Easter 
and Christmas offerings, mass stipends, Parish and Diocesan second collections. 
Please do consider Gift Aiding your donations if you have recently arrived in the parish. 

 
Forms are available at the back of the cathedral. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  



 5 

 5 

Flores De Mayo festival in Plymouth- 12th May 2024 
 
Flores De Mayo (Flowers of May) Is a festival in honour of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary celebrated in the Philippines during 
the month of May. This is a very popular and traditional fes-
tival that it is now celebrated in many parts of the world 
where there are Filipinos living there. 

Santa Cruzan (Festival of Holy Cross) is a festivity depicting the searching and finding of the Holy 
Cross by queen Helena mother of Constantine the Great, who was a new convert to Christianity. 
After the Holy Cross was found in Jerusalem and brought back to Rome, it was then welcomed 
with a joyful celebration of thanksgiving. This celebration is very popular among the young ladies 
and men as well. They dress up to celebrate this thanksgiving event with a procession with the 
statue of the Virgin Mary. 
Is now on its 12th year here in the Diocese of Plymouth. The 1st celebration was held in Calling-
ton, Cornwall in 2011, Plymouth in 2012 dash 2014, 2015 and 2016 in Exeter, 2017 in Truro Corn-
wall, 2018 in Torquay Devon, 2019 in Dorchester, 2022 Plymouth Cathedral and 2023 in Falmouth 
Cornwall. Due to COVID, we were not able to celebrate it in 2020 and 2021. Filipinos from Laun-
ceston, Tavistock, Plymouth, Looe/Polperro and of course Callington and many more towns as 
mentioned above joined the floral offering and celebration of the holy mass. A cultural show 
which showed typical Filipino dances and songs was performed. As a typical celebration, this was 
followed by food shared by everybody. 
I am inviting as many friends as possible to be able to join this traditional event which many Fili-
pinos here and abroad enjoy so much and are grateful that the Diocese of Plymouth allowed 
them to celebrate this. With the many nationalities who are parishioners at the Cathedral, I have 
requested Canon Mark if I can invite the Nigerian and Keralan Communities who are very strong 
Marian devotees to join us. 
I would appreciate if some of the ladies what participate in the procession in their traditional cos-
tume as much as possible. The young children are also invited to join as angels to offer flowers to 
the statue of the blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
Tentative programme:  
 
3:30 PM assembly at sundial Plymouth City centre 
4:30 PM crowning of the statue of the blessed Virgin Mary by cathedral Dean 
4:45 PM started the procession leading to the cathedral. 
5:30 PM flower offering to the Blessed Virgin Mary by the young children  
6:00 PM  celebration of the holy mass 
7:00 PM   cultural show in the cathedral garden followed by Salu-Salo ( food during the  
                  celebration) 
 
Merlin McGuire [organiser] 07962 875223 / 01579 38390 
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Youth Adventure Residential 24th – 26th May 2024, Grangehurst, Buckfast Abbey 
This is the 3rd year of running this event. It’s aimed at those aged 10 – 14. Those that have 
attended these residentials talk about enjoying meeting other Catholics from across the diocese 
along with a chance to explore their faith. Many of the friendships have continued to grow since  
the residential and they seek each other at other events. The adventures include caving and 
bushcraft, with many other challenges and activities threaded throughout the weekend. There is 
a recommended contribution of £100 to cover costs. For further information contact, 
Saskia: youth@prcdtr.org.uk 

 
Rise to our Cause 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Diocese of Plymouth Newsletter April 2024 
Welcome to our Diocesan newsletter for April, a month liturgically dedicated to The Holy Spirit. This month we 

are delighted to share some wonderful contributions on this uplifting theme.  

 

NEWSLETTER 

https://email.workwithgusto.co.uk/t/t-5353CC54243AD1262540EF23F30FEDED
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 6th Sunday of Easter 
First reading   
A reading from the Act of the Apostles  
As Peter reached the house Cornelius went out to meet 
him, knelt at his feet and prostrated himself. But Peter 
helped him up. “Stand up,” he said “I am only a man after 
all!” Then Peter addressed them: “The truth I have now 
come to realise” he said “is that God does not have fa-
vourites, but that anybody of any nationality who fears 
God and does what it right is acceptable to him.” While 
Peter was still speaking the Holy Spirit came down on all 
the listeners. Jewish believers who had accompanied Pe-
ter were all astonished that the gift of the Holy Spirit 
should be poured out on the pagans too, since they could 
hear them speaking strange languages and proclaiming 
the greatness of God. Peter himself then said, “Could any-
one refuse the water of baptism to these people, now 
they have received the Holy Spirit just as much as we 
have?” He then gave orders for them to be baptised in 
the name of Jesus Christ. Afterwards they begged him to 
stay on for some days. 
The word of the Lord 
 
Responsorial Psalm 
Response:  
The Lord has shown his salvation to the nations. 
 
1.  Sing a new song to the Lord 
 for he has worked wonders. 
 His right hand and his holy arm 
 have brought salvation. (R.) 
 
2. The Lord has made known his salvation; 
 has shown his justice to the nations. 
 He has remembered his truth and love 
 for the house of Israel. (R.) 
 
3. All the ends of the earth have seen 
 the salvation of our God. 
 Shout to the Lord all the earth  
ring out your joy. (R) 
 

Second reading 
A reading from the first letter of St John 
My dear people, 
let us love one another 
since love comes from God 
and everyone who loves is begotten by God 
and knows God. 
Anyone who fails to love can never have 
known God, 
because God is love. 
God’s love for us was revealed 
when God sent into the world his only Son 

so that we could have life through him; 
this is the love I mean: 
not our love for God, 
but God’s love for us when he sent his Son 
to be the sacrifice that takes our sins away. 
The word of the Lord 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus said: “If anyone loves me he will keep 
my word, and my Father will love him, and we 
shall come to him.” 
Alleluia,  
 
Gospel 
A reading from the Holy Gospel according to 
John 
Jesus said to his disciples: “As the Father has 
loved me, so I have loved you. Remain in my 
love. If you keep my commandments 
you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father’s commandments and remain in his love. 
I have told you this so that my own joy may be in 
you and your joy be complete. This is my       
commandment: love one another, as I have 
loved you. A man can have no greater love 
than to lay down his life for his friends. 
You are my friends, if you do what I command 
you. I shall not call you servants any more, 
because a servant does not know 
his master’s business; 
I call you friends, 
because I have made known to you 
everything I have learnt from my Father. 
You did not choose me, 
no, I chose you; 
and I commissioned you 
to go out and to bear fruit, 
fruit that will last; 
and then the Father will give you 
anything you ask him in my name. 
What I command you 
is to love one another.”  
 
The Gospel of the Lord 
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ADULT BOOKING FORM 

YOUTH BOOKING FORM 

file:///I:/Events/ADULTS booking.pdf
file:///I:/Events/YOUTH booking.pdf
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               THE POPE’S INTENTIONS –May 
             

 FOR the Formation of Men & Women Religious and Seminarians  
Let us pray that  men and women religious, and seminarians, grow in 

their own vocational journey through human, pastoral, spiritual and              
community formation, that leads them to be credible witnesses of the   

                                          Gospel.          
       See also :                                                                       VIDEO 

The parish is immensely grateful to all donors who have supported the   

parish during the year and helped keep our doors open to achieve our   

Mission. If you don’t  already do so, please consider whether you could 

increase the  value of your contribution by signing up for Gift Aid (more 

details and forms available  from your parish  gift aid organiser                     

                                              or the Cathedral office). 

Baptisms, Weddings, and Funerals 
Good News— The Cathedral is now available again for: Baptisms, Weddings and Funeral  
services following the lockdown. If you want to discuss or book a date for your service or         
ceremony please call or email us and we will be happy to help. 

 

 

  
 

      Caritas Diocese of Plymouth 
 
 
Caritas Diocese of Plymouth is here to give parishes and individuals.  
new opportunities to proclaim our faith in deeds as well as in words.  
We are here at the service of the most poor and vulnerable. 
 
We have a great many events and initiatives which all are welcome to join. If you would like to find out 
about our work, please visit our webpage: https://www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/caritas/ 
You can also watch out for our posters at the back of the church which will let you know what is 
coming up soon.  
 
If you would like to receive occasional newsletters about our work and get new ideas to reach out to 
those around you, please contact  Caritas@prcdtr.org.uk 
 
 

http://thepopevideo.org/
https://www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/caritas/
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    Helping families stay  
            connected 
 

As Masses are restricted 
throughout the world, many 

parish and school  communities are asking 
what they can do to keep their families  con-
nected to their faith. CathFamily can help with 
our online resources which are available free 
of charge. 
 

  
Click for Link 

•       Are you concerned 
about injustice in our 
world? 

•        Do you feel the need      
         to take action    
         and make your voice heard? 
•        Would you like support and  
         encouragement? 
•        Are you already taking action and   
         want to inspire others? 
  
If the answer is yes, then please get in touch 
with Caritas Plymouth. We are  
looking to grow the Justice and Peace  
activities in the Diocese of Plymouth to  offer: 
  
•        Connections between existing  
         Justice and Peace groups to share        
          ideas 
•        Opportunities for action, 
•        Access to related agencies, 
•        Friendship, solidarity and mutual   
         support 
If you are interested in finding out more 
please contact Deborah, the Caritas         
Manager,  on 01364 645421 
or   
email caritas@prcdtr.org.uk  

Click for Link 

Latest Newsletter of the  
Catholic Children's Society 
(Plymouth) 

 
The Catholic Children's Society is a child    
welfare agency covering the  Roman Catholic 
Diocese of Plymouth which consists of  
Cornwall, Devon and most of Dorset.  For the 
latest news use the link below    

Newsletter 

Important Safeguarding information-  Please be aware that our Masses and Events are  
regularly filmed and will  appear online on our YouTube channel. Due to the current guidelines, 

we are   requested to  provide a seating area where the cameras will not put the   people in shot of the live film-
ing. The  designated area will be the pews in the Blessed  Sacrament Chapel. If you would like to receive Holy 
Communion but wish not to be visible on YouTube, please request to receive at the Blessed Sacrament chapel as 
the sacrament is being  reposed.  

CAN YOU HELP? 
Patients at Mount Gould Hospital appreciate the opportunity to attend Sunday services in 
the Hospital Chapel, however they need some assistance to get there by being pushed in 
wheelchairs or accompanied. As the Hospital continues to expand, the Chaplaincy Team is 
seeking Volunteers to join them in this worthwhile pastoral ministry.  If you have 2 hours that 
you could commit to on a regular rota from 1-3 pm on a Sunday, the Lead Chaplain would 
love to hear from you: please e mail pamela.howarth1@nhs.net 

New Loop System in operation - Channel T 

https://cathfamily.org/?utm_source=ONTRAPORT-email-sequence&utm_medium=ONTRAPORT-email-sequence&utm_term&utm_content=Keeping%20the%20Faith%20in%20a%20Covid19%20world&utm_campaign=SL%20Parish%20Updates
https://cathfamily.org/?utm_source=ONTRAPORT-email-sequence&utm_medium=ONTRAPORT-email-sequence&utm_term&utm_content=Keeping%20the%20Faith%20in%20a%20Covid19%20world&utm_campaign=SL%20Parish%20Updates
mailto:caritas@prcdtr.org.uk
http://www.plymouth-diocese.org.uk/caritas-2/
https://www.ccsplymouth.https:/whhttps:/www.ccsplymouth.org.uk/
mailto:pamela.howarth1@nhs.net

